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Are Art?

Art

A reflection of what is called ar t, as encount =
ered at Wayne State University

Wyatt Thiry, Spring 2025

I had learned fro: readinc Merleau-Ponty over t-
this past year that language, in effect, cannot
actua ly describe anyt ;hing. We can only use lang-
= uage to errect a series of equivalences, and thus
n scribe things in means of the r obser-
9%@}% é? %%arlty or difference to other thin gs
hat % %mehow easier to-cla sify (or atleast
appear hat way), Regardle:s- of our agreeient
{or lack *+ hereof) with Merlau—?onty.s ideas, it
prov proves a useful exercise o thlﬂ_vempatnet—
ically for & moment aad tvO 3333kkkkk 355- take s
his words as truth. What a confusing aallty this
would be. We would find ourselves in a 'co¥lective
. state of confusi ion, across all aspects of 1i e
which lansuage permeates (which, fromn my limited
wns understanding, is &% every aspect i.. which
- language ic uked as 2 means of classiiicati ion.)
We would bebL ungure of which politicians to trust,
e what media to trust around our children, etc. bEvery-
\ “one would be a lawye.r, attempting to con 1ncaa€ne
jury of their peers to align with theirr prop esed truths,
utilizing and twisting the both explicit and implicit
bodies *and canons of language-law which we all use for
daily Funqtlon but on]ykfhe lawyers of us can understand
:n”,“1n1pula¢g
We would atten&\aft thultutlons and encounter a vast
ma jority which wishes only to DEFINE art through
professionalism and jargan, and assumes that 3 due to
some heirarchical standinf.within said ‘nstitution that «
they hold 'he answe rs and they:get t o choose who eene
.converses with the oracle. i .
But, thankfully, we are only imgginin: Merleau-Ponty,s
supnosed truth and =re in nkng way asking ourselves
how we allowed the world to become llkel this in the
firet places e
To be perfectly clear, language is not the enemy, =
neither are the pees people who use it.karguage wealk .
We would have ourselves believe that we have enemies
B oall; haybc the belief in a supreme and overarciin =
enemy *is in someway 2 comfortes It ceuld be arether
form 07 escapism to further remove ourselvesg from
the grim far future. The reliance on a supposed
enemy seenis to have existe'd as long ag we have, though.
Maybe we are all just as confused as our distant gene- -
tic ancestors who steed-sr-twe-legs- realize dthey could -
stand on two legs for the first time and wles unaware
of what to do with this neWw found strength.
I will mnot g into detail on what this ha s to do with
my experience of art inside of W ayne State University, as
the devil (as they sdy) is in the details. N we8ve conclu-
ded throuzh this writing together that we don't need him g
for ghite :
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